
AVE St Mary’s Cathedral Parish 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Sts. 
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town 

 

16th May 2021 
Ascension of the Lord 
Year B 

Responsorial Psalm:        God mounts his throne to  
    shouts of joy, a blare of  

    trumpets for the Lord.  

Gospel Acclamation :    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Go and teach all people my  
    gospel. I am with you always, 
    until the end of the world.  

    Alleluia 

This week’s Readings:     Acts: 1:1-11; Eph 4:1-13;  

    Mark 16:15-20 

Next Week’s Readings:   Acts 2:1-11; Gal 5:16-25;  

    Jn 15:26-27,16:12-15 

Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral Hobart 
Tuesday – Friday: 7.30am 
Sat : 6pm Vigil Mass  
Sun : 10.30am,  & 6.00pm Masses  
 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tuesday – Thursday:  9am  
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court   (131 Hill Street West Hobart) 
 Fri: 10:30am Mass  
 

Reconciliation Times 

Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation)     
 St Mary’s Cathedral Hobart:                                                        
Saturday: 5:00pm-5:30pm  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
On the 11th February in 1858 a young, poor girl named Bernadette Soubirous was out  
collecting firewood with her sister and another friend near a grotto when she saw a vision of 
a lovely lady. 
In the words of St. Bernadette, 
"I raised my head and looked towards the grotto. I saw a Lady dressed in white, wearing a 
white dress, a blue girdle and a yellow rose on each foot, the same colour as the chain of 
her Rosary."   
In the vision Our Lady was praying the rosary. 
On February 14th, Bernadette was permitted to return to the grotto, and again the Lady  
appeared to her. This happened again on February 18th.  On this third visit the Lady asked  
Bernadette to come back to the grotto every day for the next two weeks. 
At these subsequent visits the Lady asked for a chapel to be built on the grounds, for  
Bernadette to pray for the conversion of sinners, and for her to drink the spring water that 
was revealed to her at the grotto. 
On March 25, the Lady finally told Bernadette that she was Mary, the mother of Jesus, and 
that her purpose in appearing to Bernadette was to warn her to pray and make sacrifices for sinners.  
Bernadette’s daily visits to the grotto caused a stir in the countryside and crowds of people began to gather at the grotto.  
Initially the priests and the township doubted Bernadette’s visions and purpose in her activities. Bernadette was stubborn and 
determined to follow Mary’s plans for her.  Eventually everyone did believe Bernadette and the grotto at Lourdes became a 
place of worship and the Lourdes holy water was sacred for performing healing miracles. 
Through all these difficulties that came to Bernadette because of the apparitions, Bernadette was given an interior strength: 
"There was something in me that enabled me to rise above everything.  I was tackled from all sides, but nothing mattered 
and I was not afraid." 
Bernadette aged 22 became a nun and devoted her life to Mary, to praying for the conversion of sinners and to the service of 
God.  Bernadette died on April 16, 1879, at the age of 36. 
Heavenly Lord, help us be more like St. Bernadette!  
St. Bernadette, pray for us, that we may learn from your example! 
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us, that we may hear your voice and respond with kindness and obedience! 
She will be remembered for believing in the greater glory of God as she was faithful to her mission, she was humble in glory 
and she was valiant in her sufferings. 
 
In this month of May, I would like to invite you to practise devotion to Mary as a family. We as a parish family would pray one 
decade of the Rosary after the daily Mass at 9am in the Sacred Heart Church, and on Saturdays at 7.30am the whole rosary 
before the morning Mass at 8am and invite you to be part of this devotion.   Fr Leonard Caldera 



“Be a Love Missionary”  

 

Last Sunday we all celebrated Mother’s day. There were many stories about Mothers who did great things in the world. Among 
them, one was about a Mother who had shown courage to adopt three children who have Down Syndrome.  

Sonia McGarrity from Colorado has eight children, ranging in age from three to 18, three of whom are adopted. Four kids,  

including Sonia’s third oldest son and their three adopted daughters, have Down syndrome. For Mother’s Day, she has all of 
her children—biological and adopted—sign cards for the three birth mothers and six grandmothers of the girls.  

Sonia’s first thought about adopting a child with Down Syndrome after she miscarried in her second pregnancy. The thought 
took a back seat when she and her husband, Jeff, welcomed sons Sean, Jeffrey, and Brendan into their home. Jeffrey was born 
with Down syndrome, unbeknownst to the McGarritys before his arrival. However, when Brendan was about two years old, 
she had had two miscarriages, and Sonia and Jeff were open to having more children. One thing that struck their hearts was to 
learn about Down Syndrome. 

In their research, the McGarritys learned about how many children were being aborted with a prenatal diagnosis. After that, 
Sonia contacted the National Down Syndrome Adoption Network to ask if it was crazy to be a parent of a child with Down  

Syndrome who also wants to adopt a child with Down syndrome. Surprisingly, the woman on the other end of the line said, “I 
have four children with Down syndrome.”  Sonia was very happy to hear the answer and also realising that she is not crazy. 

The McGarritys began home schooling in May 2010. Throughout the adoption process, they professed their Catholic faith and 
shared that they would be raising their children in the Church. Sonia and Jeff welcomed a fifth son, Augustine in 2011, followed 
by the adoption of RoseMarie in 2015 and Charlotte in 2018. Among them, RoseMarie and Charlotte both have Down Syn-
drome.  

If you ask to Sonia about their kids she would say, “Nobody understands what these beautiful souls, with their unconditional 
love and acceptance of every single person they meet, can do.” Sonia continues, “It’s about opening your heart to say ‘God, I 
want to love as much as you will give me love. We are surrounded by love and opportunities to love.” 

Though she never imagined she would have four children with Down syndrome, Sonia feels that God has blessed her family 
with children who are “little love missionaries,” she shared. Today, Sonia and Jeff are active in helping other parents who have 
a prenatal diagnosis of Down Syndrome. They invite expecting parents into their home and talk openly about the challenges 
and joys of parenting children with Down Syndrome, as well as adoption plans. 

The mission Jesus gave to his Apostles must have sounded totally impossible, beyond their comprehension: ‘Go into all the 
world and proclaim the good news to the whole of creation.’ They were a group with so many limitations and who had drawn 
back at the moment of crisis are now entrusted with the mission of Jesus himself. Perhaps even more astounding is the fact 
that they did carry out this mission, and we, together with so many others, are the beneficiaries of their faith and trust in  

Jesus.  

Each of us is called to be missionaries of Jesus in some way. We are called to be 'other Christs', to be people who wish to make 
known and spread the love of God and his care for his people in the world. We may never know how much we have done this; 
it is sufficient that we do what we can.  

For me, the McGarrity family story is a practical example of their love of God, their care for His people in the world and their 
desire to spread the good news. There is no need to be a Monk or Nun to be God’s missionary. I know that, I have never risked 
picking up snakes or drinking poison, and cannot be sure that I have ever cured a sick person. But when I think about the 
world, which I live in, I see room for hope. The name of Jesus strengthens me in times of great fear, when confronted by the 
unknown, by danger or by evil. My dear friends, God always has some work to do that can be done only through each person’s 
capacity.  

 

Lord, send me out each day, to witness to you by my actions and love. I am to minister to you in the sick, the poor, the hungry, 
the displaced and the imprisoned of our world. Amen 

  

Vinco Muriyadan 

  

Engaging Your Faith  
Series of short sessions 

 

Catholic Theological College 
Series of short sessions: online 
via Zoom 
Engaging Your Faith 

Choose one, choose all, choose what  
interests you and all for just $20 per  
session, running 11th to 31st May 

Booking, payment and further information:  
www.ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/ 

 Pope Francis - Marathon of Prayer with Rosary 

Pope Francis launched a marathon to pray the rosary every 
day in the Marian month of May. 

 The Pope’s intention for the inaugural event was “for the 
entire world wounded by this pandemic.” .  

The month of May to be dedicated to a ‘marathon’ of prayer, to ask for 
the end of the pandemic, which has afflicted the world for more than a 
year now, and to ask for the resumption of social and work activities".  

Each day at nominated shines across the world a prayer intention will be 
prayed.  

Today the 16th May at St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney, the daily prayer  

intention is “For all victims of violence and human trafficking” 

https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/


 

 

'‘ Love & Responsibility TAS’  
Office of Youth Evangelisation, Archdiocese of Hobart  
presents Love & Responsibility TAS. 
Statewide 8 week course for young adults (18+) 
When: Friday, 21 May 2021 - Friday, 9 July 2021  
Where: St Mary's Catholic Cathedral Centre, 
 Hobart, TAS.  
Time: 6pm –8pm 
Cost: $10.00 
To book: 
 https://loveandresponsibility.eventbrite.com.au  

200 years of Catholic Education in Australia 

A National Mass will be celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral, 

Hobart from 11.30am on Monday 24th May 2021. 

 

Upcoming concerts in the Cathedral Concert Series 

Sunday 16th May - 2pm 

Organ recital: Messiaen's L'Ascension 

Joint Director of Music, Myfanwy McIndoe, presents an organ 
recital featuring Olivier Messiaen's  

L'Ascension 

Saturday 5th June - 2pm 

Chamber Orchestra: Musical Divertimenti 

Alexander Rodrigues conducts Bartok's Divertimento for 
Strings, Romanian Dances and Mozart's Horn  

Concerto No 3 featuring Wendy Page 

Sunday 4th July – 2pm 

Chamber Music: The Four Violas 

Violists Damian Holloway, Mo Nagayama, Mary Self and Jess 
Wright, present a selection of chamber works  

including a world premiere by Don Kay 

 

Adults: $20, Concession: $15, Students: $5, Children under 
the age of 15: FREE! 

Tickets for all concerts can be purchased here: 
www.trybooking.com/BONKE 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

St Mary’s Cathedral Parish is preparing  

candidates for the Sacrament of  

Confirmation. 

At the 10.30am Mass on Pentecost Sunday – 23rd May 
2021 the candidates will receive the Sacrament of  

Confirmation. 

As a parish community, please pray for the candidates 
and their parents as the children prepare to receive the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Walk with Christ Eucharistic Procession  
 
The Walk with Christ Eucharistic Procession 
is on again this year on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, Sunday 6 June. Each  
person wishing to attend is required to regis-
ter online:  
WalkWithChristTas.eventbrite.com.au 
 
If you cannot access Eventbrite.com.au, call 6208 6222 and 
ask for assistance with your registration.  
Please assemble at St Joseph’s Church in Hobart no later than 
12.45pm for check-in. The procession arrives at St Mary’s  
Cathedral at about 2.00pm for Adoration and Benediction, 
finishing at 3.00pm. 
 
COVID-Safe event 
Please do not attend Walk with Christ if you have: 

 A fever, runny nose, cough, sore or itchy throat, or 
shortness of breath; 

 Travelled overseas or in an Australian COVID-19 'hot-
spot' in the last 14 days, or; 

 Been directed by public health authorities to self-
isolate for any reason.   

 
Please adhere to all directions regarding hand hygiene,  
covering coughs and sneezes, and physical distancing whilst  
participating in the event. The "Books of Life" will not be used 
this year due to COVID-restrictions.   

Annual Diaconate Mass 
 
The annual Diaconate Mass will be celebrated at St Mary's 
Cathedral on Saturday the 5th of June at 11:00am.  At this 
Mass, the deacons of the Archdiocese will renew their  
diaconate promises to Archbishop Porteous.   
 
Any parishioners who wish to are welcome to attend to offer 
their support to the ministry of deacons in the  
Archdiocese.  There will be light refreshments provided  
afterwards. 

Our Lady, Help of Christians Feast Day— Monday 24th May 

A National Patronal Feast. 

St Vincent De Paul Society  - Vinnies 2021 Winter Appeal.  
When Vinnies and the community work together, show  
compassion and they are as generous as they can afford to 
be, we can make a real DIFFERENCE.  
Please give what you can.  
All funds raised are spent in Tasmania.  
Donate at: www.vinnies.org.au/donate or (03) 63330822 
Donations over $2 are tax deductible 

https://loveandresponsibility.eventbrite.com.au
https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.trybooking.com%2fBONKE&umid=8aca8b6f-1391-41bc-a74e-3347ea4c2381&auth=44ba8ce275bc61e46d1d7ea6d8710c2512e85123-5f1ef4896e18d56fe025ce05708a273494cf23b6


Contact   

 Presbytery          99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000                           

Administrator      Fr Leonard Caldera OFM 

Assistant Priest             Fr Fidelis  Udousoro  

Assistant Priest   Fr Jessie Banez                        

Deacon                         Rev Nick MacFarlane                                     

Pastoral Associate    Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 

Seminarian    Vinco Muriyadan 

Acting Parish Secretary   Jane McKeown 

Office hours    Mon-Fri 9:00am-3:00pm            

Phone    (03) 6234 4463                                         

Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au           

Website:     

www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au              

www.facebook.com/ cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to like/follow us to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book   

Thomas Littlejohn, Diana Bannerman, William Davie, Francesca 

Capasso, Gladys Vince, Frances Littlejohn, Molly Dowd, Agostino 

Leon, Elizabeth Green, Kevin Shelverton, Irene Robertson, Alicia 

Tamaio, Alfred Waters, Elsie Wright, Julia Carroll, Norman  

Mazengarb, Coral Davis, Columba Warren, George Gardiner, 

Nicola D'Alfonso, David Kearney, Domenico Di Sipio, Pietro  

Vivarelli, Giovanna Giana, Ray Zantuck, James Manson, John 

Duggan, Ricardo Tamaio, Charles Lennon, Phyllis McCallum, 

Lynette Hughes, Bonaventure Proto, Arthur Shelverton, Noreen 

O'Grady, Ginetta Fantini, Kevin Haley, John Anderson, Doreen 

Howe, Brian O'Brien, Keith Swan, Sr Stanislaus 

O’Brien PBVM, Sr Bernadette Maguire PBVM, Sr 

De Sales McGregor PBVM 

May they rest in peace ! 

 

 
St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and  
wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of Hobart 
Safe Communities Policy and Framework. 

WEEKLY PARISH EVENTS 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Benediction   

Reconciliation will be available.  

Fridays between 11am and 12pm:  

followed by Mass.  

 

Rosary to Mother Mary   

Saturday 7.30am: - Sacred Heart Church, New Town 

Followed by Mass at 8am. 

 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Saturday 11 am: 2nd Floor Cathedral Centre—
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Cathedral Parish Youth Group 

The Youth Group meets every Sunday around  

12 noon after 10.30am Mass at Cathedral on the  

1st Floor of the Cathedral Centre. 

The youth program has 4 scheduled Sundays—Study, 
Adventure, Prayer and Service where lunch is  

also included each week.  

 

 
 

We fly to thy  
protection, O holy 
Mother of God.  
Despise not our  
petitions in our  
necessities, but  
deliver us always 
from all dangers,  
O glorious and 
blessed Virgin. 
Amen.  

Interested in Becoming Catholic? Longing for a relationship 

with God? Do you want to get to know Jesus Christ? Never been 

baptised but interested in what it’s all about? If you’ve got 

questions and would like to know more about the process of 

becoming Catholic, Please contact Christine Wood on  

6208-6236 or christine.wood@aohtas.org.au 

St Mary’s Cathedral Bookshop 
Just in time for Pentecost—new books and prayer cards  

mailto:christine.wood@aohtas.org.au

