Homily for the 28th Sunday Yr. A  -   15th October 2017
Readings:  Isaiah 25:6-10;      Psalm 22(23);
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20;      Matthew 22:1-14.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,


One dominant theme in the Bible is the description of the relationship between God and His people as that of a marriage.  Many times in the Old Testament, the prophets tell the Chosen People that they are to be God’s bride.  
In Ch. 16 of the book of Ezekiel, the prophet reminded the People of Israel that God had chosen them despite their unworthiness and had made them His beautiful bride.  It was all done by His grace.  God said “I plighted my troth to you and entered into a marriage covenant with you and you became Mine.” Out of love for His chosen bride, God bathed her and washed away all the filthiness of her former life.  He anointed her with oil and clothed her with finest embroidered linen and silk.  On her feet he put fine leather shoes and gave her bracelets and ornamented her with a beautiful necklace and earrings.  On her head he put a beautiful crown (Ez.16:8-14).    
We often fall into the trap of thinking that we have to work our way towards God – that we have to make ourselves worthy of His love.  But that is a fallacy.  We have been loved into existence by God and He offers to us the unfathomable love of joining in the very life of the Trinity.  That is God’s plan for us, and despite His People’s unfaithfulness, He has always wanted to take her back and restore her to the beauty and honour and joy of being His bride.
Again in Isaiah 62, God promises that Jerusalem will be a crown of beauty, a royal diadem in the hand of the Lord, and she shall no longer be called “Forsaken” and her land no longer called “Desolate” but she shall be called “My delight is in her” and her land shall be called “Married”  for He tells her “as a young man marries a maiden so shall your Maker marry you and as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride so shall your God rejoice over you” (Is. 62:3-5). 
As with all the prophecies in the Old Testament, these wonderful visions of the bride are fulfilled through Jesus in the New Testament.  And so it is no accident that Jesus’ first miracle is performed at a wedding when He turned water into wine at Cana, so that the marriage feast can go on and all can be filled with the joy of Jesus’ new wine in the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus is the bridegroom and we, His People, are His bride.  In the waters of baptism we are washed clean.  In confirmation we are anointed with the Holy Chrism so that by the Holy Spirit we may be able to receive the gift of God’s love in Jesus.  The whole Bible ends with the Church, the bride, calling for the bridegroom, saying “Come, Lord Jesus, come” (Rev. 22:17).
In our gospel today, Jesus evokes the same theme.  “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the marriage feast.”  The King is God the Father.  The Son is Jesus.  The servants are the prophets and other heralds of the Gospel who call the People to the wedding feast.  
It is a great mystery why people would want to refuse such an invitation, but they do.  Many are distracted by the affairs of this world.  I think all of us have trouble believing  how good this offer is.  We don’t want to go to the wedding because we think we will be bored, or lose our freedom.  Little do we realize that not only are we invited to the wedding, we are to be the bride!  The banquet that Isaiah describes in our first reading of rich food and fine wines is of the best because Jesus Himself is being offered to us – He who humbled Himself to share in our humanity wants us to share in His divinity.

 Some even attack the messengers who bring this beautiful wedding invitation.   The proposal, which was first only offered to the chosen few, is extended to all.  “Go out to the crossroads in the towns and invite everyone you can find to the wedding.”  And so the wedding hall was filled with guests, bad and good alike, likely and unlikely, worthy and unworthy.  But some were not dressed for the occasion.  They came in their old filthy clothes and were offensive to the King, so He threw them out.  They couldn’t be bothered to put on the fabulous wedding clothes and all the adornments God had laid out for them.
We are all invited to the great wedding feast of Jesus, the Lamb of God.  God’s plan is for us to spend eternity in the unfathomable joy of the wedding feast of the Lamb, where we are the bride!  But what bride would go to her wedding in rags?  She would adorn herself and make herself beautiful.  Chapter 19 of the Book of Revelation describes the wedding feast of the Lamb like this.

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,

and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure — for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints” 
The angel told St John to write this:-

“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19:6-9).
As we come to this Mass, we are invited into the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Here we can receive Him and He will grace us.  The bridegroom to whom we are engaged will provide all we need to be joyfully and gloriously dressed at the wedding.  St Paul wrote to the Colossians about the wedding dress of the Bride of Christ.

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful” (Col.3:12-15).
Brothers and Sisters,  in this Mass, let us turn to Jesus our Lord and our Bridegroom and ask Him for all the graces we need to be completely adorned in the beauty and grace which He has in store for us.  Pray to this unbelievably generous Bridegroom that we might be made worthy of the promises that He has made to us when He called us to be His.
