
AVE Cathedral Parish 
Dec 23, 2018   YR C/1  2018  - 4th Sunday of Advent 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;     
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
Responsorial Psalm:  Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. Alleluia! Gospel Acclamation: Lord, make us turn 
to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. Readings: Micah 5:1-4; Heb 
10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44  Next Week’s Readings:  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21;  
Lk 2:41-52 

Let's say the "YES" of Mary 
Have we felt honoured by a visit from someone special? I am 
sure you all have sometime or other in your life. In September 
2016 Pope Francis visited Washington in the U.S.A. and after 
his address there to the U.S. Congress, Pope Francis went 
straight to a street-side soup kitchen called St. Maria’s Meals 
Programme of Catholic Charities. There, Pope Francis blessed 
little children, posed for selfies and, with open arms and a 
smile, called out “Buon appetito!” He did the same thing, 
when he visited St. Francis' Soup Kitchen (Mensa di San Fran-
cesco Poverino) in Florence and dined with sixty homeless 
men. There, Pope Francis was given a meal voucher when he 
arrived and ate off a plastic plate, just like the rest of those 
gathered with him. Imagine the feelings of those children in 
Washington and those men in Florence soup kitchens! 
This is exactly what Mary did in the Gospel when she visited 
Elizabeth her cousin. Mary undertook a journey from Nazareth 
in Galilee, in the north of Israel, to the hill country of Judah in 
the south. This is certainly an extraordinary journey for a 
young pregnant woman of her time to undertake alone. Her 
journey from Nazareth to the hill country of Judah covered 
between 80 and 100 miles. Luke does not mention whether 
Mary made any preparations for the trip or how she travelled. 
It is very likely she may have gone on foot or as part of a cara-
van. So it would have taken a good five to six days for Mary to 
get to Elizabeth’s house. 
What is the significance of Mary’s act? We see in the Scrip-
tures God choosing from time to time those who are lowly and 
powerless to assist his plan for salvation. When God chooses 

Mary, a woman from the infamous and disreputable village of 
Nazareth, she becomes completely open to God. She gives her 
fiat, “let that be done to me” to God. It is this “yes” of Mary, 
her faith and trust in God that makes her very special. There-
fore, in Mary we see the blessedness of God manifested, and 
through Mary the hospitality and blessings of God flowing to 
others. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 967 teaches 
about Mary’s surrender as follows: “By her complete adher-
ence to the Father’s will and to his Son’s redemptive work.…
the Virgin Mary is the Church’s model of faith and charity.” 
How far are we ready to say that “yes” to God? Once you say 
yes, a yes which is quite hard to say at times, God does two 
things in your life as He did them in the life of Mary. Firstly, 
God makes you blessed; he fills you with his joy and happi-
ness. Secondly, God sends you as a herald of that blessedness 
you experience, so that you become a channel through which 
God’s hospitality and blessings are sent 
to others. 
During this season of Christmas, it is 
therefore good to visit a friend or a 
person who doesn’t have many people 
to share this Christmas with, or to visit a sick person or our 
brothers and sisters in a prison who have lost hope, or even 
visiting a family member or a relative about whom you have 
harboured a grudge for a long time due to family politics.    
Let us pray:    Holy Spirit, fill us too with yourself. 
Teach us to love and let us cry out in joy,  
since our Lord has come to be  within us and within all hu-
mankind.   Let our spirits jump for joy.         Fr Shammi Perera 

It takes many generous volunteers to ensure our parish community runs smoothly.  Our heartfelt thanks to our Cathedral 
Parish Deacon Nick MacFarlane for the many initiatives taken this year; Sr Monica Shelverton, our Parish Pastoral Associate; to 
Liz Horne our Office Manager;  Michael McKenna, MC to the Archbishop, for organising our beautiful Christmas decorations in 
the Cathedral; our amazing sacristans Chris, Rossalyn, Maureen and Anna;  to Ben Mackey our Choir Director, Jo-Anne Kemp 
our Assistant Choir Director and all members of our 10.30am Cathedral choir;  Cathy and Stan Murrowood, Charles Watts, Mi-
chael Stanelos, Alex Rodrigues, Chris Wroblewski and all our choristers and musicians; to Michael Marshall and Paul Kilworth 
for their handyman help in many ways; to David Shelverton and all our money counters; to Christine, Aniela, Gilly, Ishara and 
Chaminda, all part of our generous Cathedral Centre cleaning team as well as Colleen, Stan, Anne and our roster of generous 
parishioners who clean the Cathedral and items used in our celebration of the Mass;  Maryan and Ishara who have assisted Ros 
with the flowers, as well as Mrs Mangione who regularly gives flowers from her garden;  Eva and the members of our Sacra-
mental Process team; Deacon Nick and his wife Gio, Jane McKeown and the Matuszek family for their enormous contribution 
to the Alpha program;  to Peter Toohey and our gardeners; our acolyte Vincent Parr and the members of our dedicated altar 
serving team;  our Parish Pastoral Councillors, headed by Xavier Kumar, who have helped enormously this year; to our youth 
group members; to our office volunteers Louise, Suzanne and Judy;  thanks also to greeters, ushers, lectors, Extraordinary Min-
isters of Communion; thank you to the Arabic community for their contribution to decorations for Sacred Heart Church and 
also the Cathedral nativity scene; thanks to the Maintenance and Finance Committee members, headed by Michael Stanelos;  
the Cathedral Restoration Committee and the many others who have stepped forward from time to time with their assistance.   
Everlasting God, strengthen, bless and sustain all those who volunteer in our churches and grant that together they may follow 
Jesus Christ, offering their gifts and talents.   Amen.     
         Fr Shammi Perera and Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 

We invite all primary aged children 
(or younger) to a Nativity rehearsal 
at 10.30am in the Cathedral on 
Mon 24th Dec!  The children will then per-
form their enactment during the 6pm Cathe-
dral Family Mass that evening.  All welcome—
costumes supplied.   For info please contact 
Sharon Lawler on 0407437888.  



Feb-July 2019 Reader and Extraordinary Minister of Commun-
ion rosters are available at the back of both Churches this 
weekend and for the next few weekends.  If you have supplied 
me with an email address I will email you—so please leave the 
printed copies for those without email. 
With thanks….Liz 

Dear parishioners, our annual Marriage Mass Re-
newal Of Vows will be celebrated by Archbishop Jul-
ian at 10.30am on Sun 24th Feb.  Couples celebrating 
Catholic Marriage milestones are invited to RSVP to the Office of 
Life, Marriage and Family by emailing ben.smith@aohtas.org.au 
or on 6208 6036.   

We are urgently seeking a small two bed-
room house or apartment for three Armenian 
Christians who came to Hobart as persecuted 
Christian refugees. They have received an 
eviction notice from their current landlord and are des-
perate for accommodation of around $400 per week from 
January 1.  Please assist us in helping them to find a new 
home.  Contact Liz in the office if you can assist.     

Join other young people and youth groups from across Tasmania 
to celebrate World Youth Day Panama and Australia Day at St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart on Sunday, 27 January from 12:00pm-
2:30pm (Mass at 10:30am).  
The free event will feature live streaming of WYD from Panama, 
entertainment, music, a free sausage sizzle and guest speaker, 
Sam Clear, who walked around the world. Invite your friends and 
come along for a great afternoon of festivities! For further infor-
mation contact Office of Youth Evangelisation on 6208 6274 or 
youth@aohtas.org.au 

A limited supply of 2019 Columban calendars are 
available from the bookstall following 10.30am 
Mass Sunday, or from the Cathedral office after 
January 7.   

Please give generously to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal.  
As an example, $59 provides a set of clothes, shoes and a 
small gift for a child, while $88 ensures a family of four 
has a meal on Christmas Day.  Envelopes are provided 
throughout the Church 
and more information is 
available at 
www.vinnies.org.au/
page/Christmas-appeal-2018 

Are you new to our parish?  
We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 
Name ………………………………………………………………….. 
Email …………………………………………………………………… 
Phone …………………………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………………………. 

Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for 
morning teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book 
stall attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gar-
dening, organising special events/
fundraising.    
Would you like to meet our clergy and 
staff? 
Just let us know and we’ll arrange a visit! 

At Christmastime, we cele-
brate the birth of Jesus 
Christ and our friends and 
families get together, 
share stories and make 
plans for the year ahead. 
In October 2020, the 
Catholic Church is gather-
ing to make plans and 
decisions for the future. 
Your voice is needed to 

help create the agenda. What are your experiences of 
God in your life, your faith and the Church?  What do you 
think God is asking of us in Australia? 
Please find a special card at the back of the Cathedral and 
Sacred Heart Church for you to complete and pop into the 
box supplied.  If you would like to take time to think more 
deeply and write a lengthier reply please access  
www.share-the-story.com or spend some time listening to 
other stories at www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 

Please note the Cathedral Parish office will be closed from the 
afternoon of 24th December and will reopen Monday 7th Janu-
ary.  During this time please try to keep non-urgent matters 
until the office reopens.  Please follow the prompts on the Office 
Phone to contact Fr Emmanuel in an emergency.  The Parish 
email will be checked periodically also.   With thanks. 

St Paul’s Church Bridgewater invites you to the traditional 

Filipino Mass of ‘Simbang Gabi’ at 7pm on 23rd Decem-

ber.  Please bring a plate—all are welcome. 

Please note : No morning tea in the Sacred Heart Parish 
Centre following 8.30am Mass in January.  
Morning tea will resume in February.  Thank 
you!    



In Times Past … 

 

During the second world war Fr Richard 
Scarfe of the Archdiocese of Hobart 
served as a military chaplain overseas. A 
veteran of Tobruk, he was also a bit of a 
writer. 
In late 1945 he penned an account of his 
wartime experiences for the Standard, 
which was serialised over a period of 
some weeks. From famous sights to curi-
ous side detours, he had a reasonable 
eye for detail. 
Many of his travels involved the Holy Lands. “One never tired of 
visiting the Holy Places”, he wrote, describing trips to places like 
Bethany, “the Inn of the Good Samaritan”, the Jordan River, and so 
on. Naturally, his itinerary included Bethlehem: 
“Another pilgrimage brought us to Bethlehem, passing on the way 
the Tomb of Rachel. Over Bethlehem there hovers an air of peace-
fulness and serenity. In this beautiful little town which enshrines 
the birthplace of our Divine Master we find a devout and industri-
ous people who devote their lives to the manufacture of objects of 
piety, rosaries, crosses, medals etc. in olive wood, mother of pearl 
and Dead Sea stone. The chief object of one’s visit is a pilgrimage to 
the Basilica of the Nativity wherein one comes first to the Grotto of 
the Nativity, cut out of a very soft limestone rock. The floor is cov-
ered with white marble and fitted into the pavement is a star sur-
rounded by the Latin inscription – Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus 
Christus natus est.” [Here Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary.] 
Curiously, however, that “air of peacefulness and serenity” seemed 
to diminish with Christmas itself. As Fr Scarfe mentioned, “We were 
hopeful of being able to be present at midnight Mass at Christmas 
1941, but heavy rains and consequent flooding of the rivers and 
creeks made it impossible for us to make the journey.” But aside 
from nature, there was a potential human swell to contend with 
too: “So immense is the congregation that attends Midnight Mass 
that it is necessary to obtain a ticket on admission from the Patri-
arch of Jerusalem.”                            Dr Nick Brodie 

 

Faces of the Parish                 Peter Chedid      
 
Hi everyone, I live in Acton 
Park and I attend the 10.30am  
Sunday Mass at the Cathedral. 
I was raised in Sydney and 
came to Hobart 3 years ago 
but I’ve only been an active 
member of the Cathedral Par-
ish for two years now.  I’m the 
son of Souraya and Charlie 
and I have one brother and sister, Sam and Samantha. 
 
I come from a Lebanese (Maronite Catholic) background 
and I work as a real estate agent in Hobart.  
 
My hobbies include reading, writing and competitive 
sports but my favourite hobby these days has been ex-
ploring the richness of our Catholic faith.  
 
At the moment, I volunteer with the parish council, 
youth group, cathedral choir and am a minister of the 
word. 
 
Funny Story: When we were much younger, me and my 
brother wanted to talk to some girls who were a few 
rows in front of us at the cinema, but we didn't know 
how to get their attention. So we built a 5ft pole out of 
drink straws so we could tap them on the shoulder. 
 
If you want to know more about me, please let me 
know. I'd love to know more about you, my brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  My number is 0404 878 211 and 
my email is b.chedid@gmail.com. Feel free to get in 
touch any time you like.     Peter 

Immaculata Mission School 2019 is a ten-day live-in formation 
school for young people, with talks on the faith from awesome 
speakers, daily Mass & prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, praise & wor-
ship, fun & fellowship & lots more! 1-10 January, 2019, The Glennie 
School, Toowoomba QLD. 15-35 year olds; Special guest speaker: Dr 
Mary Healy (USA), Professor of Sacred Scripture, international 
speaker on Scripture, evangelisation, healing and the spiritual 
life.  Dr Healy is on the Pontifical Biblical Commission and the Pon-
tifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Other guest speakers: 
Fr Rob Galea, Simon & Madeleine Carrington (FireUp Ministries), 
Archbishop Julian Porteous, Paul Elarde & more. $420 (cost includes 
all accommodation, food, speakers and activities) 
www.sistersoftheimmaculata.org.au/ims or 0406 372 608 

Dear parishioners, 
Would you like to assist me next year in putting your 
name forward to be a Face of the Parish?  Our column is 
meant to help us all get to know each other and to build 
community.  The process is simple as I send you some 
thought starters—much like for Peter’s column above.  
You are welcome to simply respond to the questions or 
to provide a few paragraphs and 
a simple photo.  Please kindly 
volunteer to Liz in the Cathedral 
Office.   
With thanks. 

We have no formal roster 

for Parish Readers in Janu-

ary so please feel free to 

advise our sacristans of 

your availability to read 

prior to any Mass you 

attend.  Your assistance 

would be appreciated.     Thank you. 

Please note that whilst there is no formal 

January roster for the 10.30am Cathedral 

‘after-Mass cuppa’, everyone is welcome to 

still gather as usual on an ad-hoc basis!         



Contact Us  

Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book  Ivana Parodi, Florence 
Crowe, Bernard Ray, Ronald Andrews, Grace Clark, Mar-
garet Pegler, Richard Gall, Vince Kmet, Robert Hassett, 
Eileen Fitzpatrick, Violante Gentile, Thomas Fahey, Mar-
jorie Colbeck, Cecelia Mackey, Valerie Henderson, June Clarke, 
Dr. Tom Gaha, Alexander Trillo, William Hunt, Josip Tomac, Arch-
bishop Daniel Murphy, Anthony Haigh, Margaret Hyde, Rocco 
Zito                 May they rest in peace.  

22/23 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Romilda Amorosa TBA 

Lector Eva Dunn 
Elizabeth Longo 
Peter Tierney 

Colleen Stanford, Lorraine Dooley Isaac Harradine, David Harradine  Ida Saracino, Sr Monica 
Shelverton  

EMOC TBA Andrew Pinelli, Sr Monica 

Shelverton 

Angela Ritar, David Shelverton,    
Maria Saracino  

TBA 

Reminder : Regular Weekly Events 
Fri 4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Benediction (Please note there  
will be no Holy Hour on Friday December 28) 
Sat 11am : 2nd Floor Cathedral Centre—Novena 
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Sunday 23rd Dec 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Monday 24th Dec 
Christmas Eve 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
(Family Vigil Mass) 
8pm : Sacred Heart Church 
(Family Mass) 
Midnight Mass with Service of 
Carols beginning 11.15pm St 
Mary’s Cathedral 
Tuesday 25th Dec  
Christmas Day 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Please note there is NO even-
ing Mass on Christmas Day 
Wednesday 26th Dec 
St Stephen, first martyr 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 27th Dec 
St John, apostle, evangelist 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Friday 28th Dec 
The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday 29th Dec 
Octave of the Nativity 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday 30th Dec 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph 

8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tuesday 1st Jan 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
10am : Sacred Heart Church 
Wednesday 2nd Jan 
Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 3rd Jan 
Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Friday 4th Jan 
Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday 5th Jan 
Christmas Time 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday 6th Jan 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 

Christmas/New Year 

Mass times 2018/19 

Reconciliation : St Mary’s Cathedral : 5pm Saturdays 
Sacred Heart Church : following 8am Mass Saturdays 

New Testament Greek Course: Dr David Daintree of the Christo-
pher Dawson Centre, in association with the Verbum Domini In-
stitute, will offer an intensive course in the koine Greek of the 
New Testament. Where: Diocesan Centre, 35 Tower Rd, New 
Town. When: 21-25 Jan., 9am-3pm daily. Cost: $100 plus text-
book (pensioner concession available). Registrations and infor-
mation: Dr David Daintree on 0408 879 494, or 
dccdain@gmail.com  

This is to inform the parishioners of St Mary’s Cathedral 

Parish Hobart that the marriage between Andrew Wara 

and Maureen Kozoa Ali will take place on 26th January 

2019 in Munyonyo Catholic Parish in Uganda.  If there are 

any objections or impediments to this marriage please be 

so kind as to inform Fr Shammi or Fr Emmanuel.                

With thanks. 

A young expectant husband and wife, Elizabeth and Chris, are 
seeking a place to rent within Hobart and surrounds due to re-
location of work.  If you can assist please call 0491094493.   

Thank you. 


