
AVE Cathedral Parish June 2, 2019   YR C/1   
The ASCENSION of the LORD 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets,  
Hobart;   Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord.  Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people my gos-
pel. I am with you always, until the end of the world. Alleluia! 
 Readings:    Acts: 1:1-11; Heb 9:24-28, 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53 
 Next Week’s Readings : Acts 2:1-11; Rom 8:8-17; Jn 14:15-16, 23-26 

Among the deeper mysteries in Christi-
anity perhaps the one we struggle with 
the most is the mystery of the Ascen-
sion. Historically it was an event within 
the life of Jesus connected to the Easter 
mysteries, the one that links Easter to 
Pentecost. But it is definitely more than a 
historical event; it is at the same time a 
theology, a spirituality, and an insight into 
life that highlights the paradoxical inter-
play between life and death, presence 
and absence, love and loss. 
The Ascension names and underlines a 
paradox that at one point in our lives 
where we can only give our presence 
more deeply by going away so that others 
can receive the full blessing of our spirit. 
What does this mean? When Jesus was 
preparing to leave this earth he kept re-
peating the words: “It is better for you 
that I go away! You will be sad now, but 
your sadness will turn to joy.” In other 
words he is saying: “if I, your Lord and the 
most intimate friend in your life go 
away,  you will be unable to receive my 
spirit, spirit that would enable you to get 
into a more profound loving relationship 
with me. Hence, don’t cleave and cling to 
me, I must ascend.” 
Why is it better sometimes that we go 
away?  

For parents the pain of letting go of their 
children is often excruciating, as parents 
here would know. When young people 
leave home to go to college, to the uni-

versity or to move to the mainland or 
overseas to start a career or to begin life 
on their own , what they are really saying 
to their parents is: “Mum and dad, it is 
better for you that I go away. Though you 
are sad now, one day you will be happy. If 
I don’t go, I will always be your little boy 
or little girl but I will be unable to give you 
my life as an adult.” So in other words, 
they mean to say: “Let’s say that difficult 
good bye and let me  go away now so 
that our love can come to full bloom.” 
The mystery of love and intimacy contain 
that paradox: To remain present to some-
one we love, sometimes we have to be 
absent, in ways big and small. Sometimes 
when we have gone away we could give 
our love and blessing in a way that we 
could never have given fully while we 
were around. So our going away eventu-
ally can create a deeper and purer pres-
ence.  In the paradox of love, we can fully 
bless each other, only when we go away.  
Likewise, separation hurts, goodbyes 
bring painful tears, and death of every 
kind anguishes the heart. But that is part 
of the mystery of love. When Christ as-
cended, his absence bore fruits in the 
hearts of his disciples and in us through 
his life-giving Spirit. His absence is the 
lasting grace of his presence. When Christ 
ascended, he began to dwell within us in 
a profound manner. His Spirit, the fullest 
possible presence of Christ, the very love 
with which the Father loved Jesus, was 
going to be within us. It is the absence of 
Christ that creates presence. The gift that 
our lives offer can only be fully received 
after we depart. 
Fr Shammi Perera 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue-Thu :  9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill 
Sts, West Hobart  
Fri : 10.30am 
Reconciliation 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

Sacred Heart Parishioners, 
Please note that on weekdays you are welcome to use the Sacred Heart College toilet facilities which are directly 
opposite the courts and accessed by entering the school admin office.  On weekends the portaloos will now be left 
unlocked until the works have concluded shortly.    Thank you. 

New Eucharistic minister 
and lector rosters are in 
the process of being pre-
pared to take effect from July 28.  If 
you would like to be included in the 
roster for any of our Parish Masses 
please let Liz know by May 30.    This 
time, to assist our lectors to proclaim 
our faith with greater confidence and 
to ensure they are heard and under-
stood, it will be necessary to partici-
pate in some training.  A selection of 
times will be made available in due 
course.  With thanks. 

All are invited to 
the annual Light-

house event which this year will run 
for THREE consecutive Friday nights. 
Join us at St Mary’s cathedral for a 
time of prayer, praise, silent reflec-
tion, music, scripture and Mass. The 
event, run by the Sisters of the Im-
maculata, will run all night from 
5:30pm on Friday and end with 8am 
Mass on Saturday followed by a hot 
breakfast. The event is free and is an 
opportunity to pray together as one 
for our state and people; that Christ’s 
light may shine through the darkness 
and in each of our hearts. You are 
free to attend at any time of the 
night/morning for as long as you 
wish to stay. Lighthouse will run on 
Friday 7th, 14th and 21st June 2019 
at St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart.  En-
quiries to Tomasz Juszczak 



WALK WITH CHRIST – Hobart City, Sunday  23rd 
June 1:15 to 3:00 pm.  
Celebrate the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ 
by walking with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
through the city of Hobart. 
 Be at St Joseph's Church (Harrington St) by 1.15 pm, 
and walk with us to St Mary's Cathedral for Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction con-
cluding at 3:00.  There will be a 'cuppa' afterwards.  If 
you can't do the walk come to the Cathedral at 2:00 
for prayer and Adoration.   
 Experience our rich Catholic heritage in solidarity 
with Catholics all over the world and through the ages, by bearing public 
witness to our Lord and Saviour. 
Can't join us in person? Prayer intentions written in the 'Book of Life' in 
your parish will be taken in the procession and presented at the Cathe-
dral.   

The GYC ‘Just Act Group’, is holding a 
fundraiser concert on Thurs June 6 from 
6.30-8.30pm at the Glenorchy Campus don 
Bosco Theatre.  The ‘Concert for Cambodia’ is 
raising funds to donate to Salesian schools and 
programs in Cambodia.  15 students will visit 
Cambodia with the Cagliero Project’s Immersion 
Trip team to learn about the daily lives of the 
Cambodian youth and to work with them.  Tickets 
are $5 per person via trybooking.com or GYC 
campus offices or website.   

Dear Eucharistic Ministers, 
When cleaning the Chalice, please ensure the whole Purifier 
is used rather than only using the same spot each time.  Also, 
please turn the Chalice after each communicant.  This should 
be done all year and most especially be mindful of it during 
the winter flu season.                                          With thanks. 

Planned Giving Envelopes for the next financial 
year will be distributed mid June.  
Please complete the form on page 3 if 
you are part of the program and have 
new address details.  Similarly, if you 
would like to contribute to our Parish via this 
method please ensure the form is placed on a 
collection plate, given to a priest or dropped in to 
Liz in the office as soon as possible. With thanks. 

Help Palms Achieve a World Free of Poverty    
Share your skills with a community organisation in 
Asia or the Pacific to contribute to sustainable 
solutions to poverty. Our community partners 
have requested teachers, nurses, tradies and 
more to work alongside a local counterpart in 
2020.   We welcome all those who envision volun-
teering their skills overseas in the next few years 
to join our next training course, starting in Sydney 
on July 6th.  Visit palms.org.au  or call Palms now 
on 02 9560 5333 for more details 

The Hobart Chamber Orchestra presents 
The Great Powers of the West—Conducted by Alexander 
Rodrigues 
Saturday 1st June at 2.30pm 
Scots Memorial Church—29 Bathurst St, Hobart 
Showcasing 19th century string orchestra works from the eco-
nomic powers of the time by composers such as : Arthur 
Foote, Felix Mendelssohn, Gabriel Faure, Gabriel Pierne, Hu-
bert Parry & Giuseppe Verdi 
Tickets at the door and online at www.trybooking.com/BCPJT  
$30 adults, $25 Concess, $15 students, $5 children 

The ACYF is a gathering of young people who come together to celebrate the joy and beauty of the Catholic faith in a setting 
that is vibrant and engaging. If you want to know more about the ACYF, visit the festival website and check out the promo 
video:  www.acyf.org.au   The “Hobart-Perth Pilgrimage” is open to all young people from year 9 to 30 years of age and will be 
held from 6-11 December. All students will need to register through their Catholic Colleges, whilst young adults between the 
ages of 18-30 can register at the website : 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/acyf-hobart-to-perth-pilgrimage-registration-62123542187  
For more information on the pilgrimage, please see the registration page or the flyer in the foyer.  
I hope that many of you can join us for what will be an awesome event!  Thanks and God bless,  
Tomasz Juszczak   Director | Office of Youth Evangelisation 

Thank you!  As a parish we raised around 
$570 for the students in the Huon Valley 
towards their Grade 6 camp to Canberra, 
and helped many families who have been really 
struggling financially due to the bushfires. 

On the 9th June the Cathedral Choir will be join-
ing with All Saints Choir from South Hobart to 
sing Solemn Evensong for Pentecost at 5pm. This 
ecumenical event will take 
place at All Saints Anglican 
Church in Macquarie Street, 
South Hobart. 



 

Becoming  
Missionary  
Disciples  
 
The Evangelium Conference is aimed at engag-
ing Catholics in evangelisation. It will be held for 
the first time in Tasmania from August 30-31 at 
St Bernard’s Church in Claremont. Themed 
‘Becoming Missionary Disciples’, the conference 
will feature speakers, workshops, times of pray-
er and outreach. The theme is taken from Pope 
Francis’ call for Christians to be ‘missionary dis-
ciples’. “Every Christian is a missionary to the 
extent that he or she has encountered the love 
of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we 
are ‘disciples’ and ‘missionaries’, but rather that 
we are always ‘missionary disciples’,” the Pope 
said, in his apostolic exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium. Aimed at parishioners, teachers and 
youth, as well as priests and religious, the con-
ference will have a particular focus on enabling 
parishes to develop a missionary spirit. The con-
ference’s keynote speaker is evangelist, and co-
founder and managing director of the Catholic 
ministry menALIVE, Robert Falzon. Purchase of a 
conference ticket includes access to keynote 
addresses and workshops, lunch & dinner, 
morning & afternoon tea, tea and coffee. 
Attendees can choose to attend one presenta-
tion from each workshop:  
Workshop I 
•Ministry to Men (Robert Falzon/ Martin Stone) 
•The grace of adoration in evangelization 
(Immaculata Community) •Catechesis as mode 
of evangelization (Angela Ritar) •Giving your 
personal testimony (Palavra Viva) •Forming a 
parish youth group (Tomasz Juszczak) 
Workshop II 
•Using the media to evangelise (Shalom World) 
•Experiencing God in devotions (Fr Guy Riolo) 
•Liturgy as source and summit of evangelization 
(Michael McKenna) •Ministry of Bishop Robert 
Barron (Martin Tobin) •Parish from Mainte-
nance to Mission (Fr Shammi Perera) 
Commences Friday 30 Aug 7pm and concludes  
Saturday 31 August at 9.30pm.  Tickets are 
$65.00 each (inc. GST & booking fee).  Available 
from www.eventbrite.com.au (search Evangeli-
um) or by phone with Diana Batchelor 6210 
8805. 

We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 

Name ………………………………………………………………….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………… 

Phone …………………………………………………………………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………. 

Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for 
morning teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book 
stall attendant after Mass, office help, 
handyman work, gardening, organising 
special events/fundraising.    
Would you like to meet our clergy and 
staff? 

Many Tasmanian families are doing it 
tough this winter, suffering housing and 
financial crises. Vinnies is always ready to 

offer a helping hand to those in need. Parishioners can help the St Vincent 
de Paul Society continue its great work by donating during the Vinnies Win-
ter Appeal. Envelopes are available at both the Cathedral and Sacred Heart 
Parish centres. Please give to those in desperate need this winter. 

We would like to welcome Teresa Smith as our Organ 
Scholar at St Mary’s Cathedral!  Teresa is in year 8 and has 
already completed her Grade 5 Piano exam. She is a keen 
organist and has been playing some of the music each week 
since she joined the choir in February.   Thank you Teresa! 

Managing an Ascension by Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
What the church is trying to manage today is not a death, but an ascension. 
What needs reshaping in our imagination is the same thing that needed to 
be reshaped in the imagination of the first disciples in the forty days that 
stretched from the resurrection to the ascension. We need to understand 
again how to let go of one body of Christ so that it can ascend and let Pen-
tecost happen. What is being said here?  
Among the elements within the paschal mystery, the ascension is the least 
understood. We are clearer about the meaning of the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost. The forty days be-
tween the resurrection and the ascension were, as scripture makes clear, 
not a time of unadulterated joy for the first disciples. It was a time of some 
joy, but also of considerable confusion, despondency, and loss of faith. In 
the days before the Ascension, the disciples were overjoyed whenever they 
recognized again their Lord, but most of the time they were confused and 
despondent and full of real doubt as they were unable to find and recognize 
in what was happening around them the Jesus to whom they had once giv-
en their hopes and their lives. At one point, they gave up completely and, as 
John put it, went back to their former way of life, fishing and the sea. 
However during that time leading up to the ascension, Jesus slowly re-
shaped their imaginations. They learned that something had died, some-
thing else, far richer, had been born, and now they had to give up clinging 
to what had been, Jesus’ former presence, so that they could receive him in 
a new way. The theology and spirituality of the ascension is essentially con-
tained in these words: Refuse to cling to what once was, let it go and let it 
bless you, so that you can recognize the new life you already have with and 
within you and receive its spirit. The synoptic gospels teach that to us in 
their pictorial rendering of the ascension; Jesus blesses everyone and then 
rises bodily out of their sight. John gives us the same theology, in a different 
picture, in his description of the encounter 
on Easter morning between Jesus and Mary 
Magdala: “Mary don‘t cling to me!” 
Today, in the church, we are trying manage 
an ascension, not a death. 



Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Priest in Residence  Fr Norberto Ochoa 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book   
Ellen Quigley, Corrie Laskey, Caterina Mainella, Eva 
Warren, Maxwell Williamson, Rosetta Candon, 
Maurice Quigley, Henry O'Brien, Ivy Duggan, Giuseppina Di 
Martino, Francis Woolford, Joseph Jeffrey, Thomas John-
ston, Frederick Burton, Alice Power, Grace Byrne, Gertrude 
Von Stieglitz, William Neasy, Margaret Van Der Burg, Lily 
Paice, Thomas Burke, Agnes Shaw, Geoffrey Fisher, Lal 
Green, Leonard Blackberry, Wallace Brue, John Oakford, 
Zacary D'Amico, Ellis Bugg, Leonard Arnold, John Spencer, 
Edmund Lansdell, Eric Szabo, Brian Miller, Paul Davis, John 
Bratt, Athol Killworth, Sr. Catherine Gleeson, LCM, Betty 
Wilson , Clyde Coulson, Zygmunt Rybak, Phillip Vincent 
May they rest in peace. 

 

1/2 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Maria Respondek   TBA 

Lector Eva Dunn 
Geoff Burrill 
Peter Tierney 

Colleen Stanford, Lorraine Dooley Tad Matuszek, Xavier Kumar  Gabrielle Hutchinson, Andrew  
Hutchinson  

EMOC Sue & Paul Killworth  TBA, Sr Monica Shelverton Anna Reussien, David Shelverton, 
Maria Saracino 

TBA 

Reminder : Regular Weekly Events 
Wed 6-7pm : Cathedral—Hobart Haven (youth plus all 
welcome); Fri 4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Benediction;   Sat 11am : 2nd 
Floor Cathedral Centre—Novena to Our Lady of Perpetu-
al Help 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP  
25TH ANNIVERSARY NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE  
The Sisters of St Joseph invite you to join the 25th anniver-
sary National Pilgrimage, giving you the opportunity to 
journey to places in Australia made holy by St Mary MacKil-
lop. The Pilgrimage commences in Melbourne 22 October, 
visiting Penola, Adelaide and other significant places, and 
concludes in Sydney 2 November 2019. The Cost is $3,575 
– $4,390 (twin share) depending on capital city of depar-
ture (Australia or New Zealand). Single supplement for all 
areas $685 pp. For a brochure, application form or further 
information please email national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au 
or call Sr Therese Leydon rsj on 0417 683 123, or Sr Annie 
Bond rsj on 02 8912 4818.  

Clemente Tasmania is a supported fee free Certificate in 
Liberal Arts for adults whose education pathway has 
been disrupted due to life’s circumstances and it oper-
ates in Hobart as a result of an arrangement between the 
Archdiocese of Hobart, the Australia Catholic University 
and the University of Tasmania.  
The next unit is Drawing and it commences on the 23rd 
July and runs for 8 weeks with 1x3 hour session per week 
from 5-8pm on Tuesdays. It will be held at the UTAS Crea-
tive Arts Building in Hunter Street. No experience in draw-
ing is required and it is a very relaxed environment. If in-
terested contact Dallas Williams, Coordinator Clemente 
Tasmania : dallasbwilliams@gmail.com 

Dear parishioners, please take note of the no park-
ing signs and refrain from parking anywhere near 
the walls of the Cathedral or towards the steps of 
the Cathedral on the Harrington Street side.  
Please also do not block the driveway leading 
around to St Mary’s College as it restricts move-
ment of the priests.  Thank you! 

Please note there is now a nappy disposal unit in the disa-

bled toilet in the Cathedral Centre.  Please do not dispose 

of nappies in any other manner in our toi-

lets as it has been causing hygiene issues.   

Thank you. 


