
AVE Cathedral Parish Jun 24, 2018   YR B/2  2018 
The Nativity of St John the Baptist 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;   
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm:    I praise you for I am wonderfully made. 
Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! You, child, will be called the prophet of the  
  Most High; you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways. Alleluia! 
Readings:   Vigil : Jer 1:4-10; 1 Pet 1:8-12: Lk 1:5-17;    
  Day : Is 49:1-6; Acts 13:22-26;  Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Next Week’s Readings:   Wis 1:13-15, 2:23-24; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43 

Who is The Forerunner – The Herald of 
the Good News? 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, today we cele-
brate the birth of St John the Baptist.  
John was a miracle baby.  When he was 
conceived, his mother, Elizabeth, was 
way past child-bearing age.  When his 
father Zechariah, the priest, was told by 
an angel that his prayer for a son had 
been answered, he didn’t believe it and 
so he was struck dumb.  He was told to 
name the baby ‘John’ which means ‘The 
Grace of God.’  The angel also told Zecha-
riah “You will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth; for he will 
be great before the Lord, … and he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 
his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:14-15).   
 
And so it came to pass.  St Luke tells us 
that when Our Lady visited her kinswom-
an Elizabeth the baby John “leaped in her 
womb”, and Elizabeth and her baby were 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  Elizabeth ex-
claimed  “Why is this granted me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to 
me?  For behold, when the voice of your 
greeting came to my ears, the babe in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfil-
ment of what was spoken to her from 
the Lord” (Luke 1:43-45). 
 

Now, Zechariah didn’t get his power of 
speech back until the baby was named 
John at his circumcision ceremony on the 
eighth day after his birth.  Our Gospel 
today (Luke 1:57-66) describes the event.  

The neighbours present were filled with 
awe and wondered “What will this child 
turn out to be?”   
We now know that John was to be  the 
greatest and the last of the Old Testa-
ment prophets.  He was to be the Fore-
runner.  He was to herald the coming of 
Jesus.  At every Mass we hear repeated 
his clarion call “Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold Him who takes away the sins of 
the world” just before we receive the 
Lord in Holy Communion. 
 
St John the Forerunner is a unique per-
son, uniquely gifted by God for his 
unique role in salvation history.  But in 
one way we all share something of his 
spirit.  When Zechariah was able to speak 
again, he proclaimed a wonderful song of 
praise of God – ‘The Benedictus’ which is 
said by many Catholics every morning.  In 
it Zechariah blesses and thanks God for 
His faithfulness and for sending a great 
saviour to us.  Then he says of St John, 
something which is true for all of us. 
 
As for you, little child,  you shall be called 
a prophet of God, the Most High. 
You shall go ahead of the Lord  to pre-
pare his ways before him,  
To make known to his people their salva-
tion through forgiveness of all their sins,  
the loving-kindness of the heart of our 
God who visits us like the dawn from on 
high. 
He will give light to those in darkness, 
those who dwell in the shadow of death,  
and guide us into the way of peace (Luke 
1:76-79). 
 
Brothers and Sisters, never forget that 
we too have received the Holy Spirit so 
we can share this Good News about Je-
sus our Saviour and Lord with those 
around us. Let’s ask St John the Forerun-
ner to help us to be faithful to our calling. 
 
Deacon Nick MacFarlane 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue/Wed/Thu : 9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill Sts, 
West Hobart - Fri 10.30am 
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

The Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council 
extends a warm welcome to parishion-
ers and friends to join us for the Parish 
Mission to be held on 31 July in St 
Mary’s Cathedral.  
The mission, themed Christ, Our Hope 
and Joy, celebrated by Archbishop Jul-
ian Porteous, will start at 6.00pm and 
will run for approximately a 2 hour 
duration.  The Mission will be support-
ed by an MC and musicians who have 
travelled throughout the Archdiocese 
for other parish missions. The evening 
will be filled with songs of praise, testi-
monies, homily and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. There will also be 
an opportunity for individual prayer 
and confession. There will be light sup-
per provided in the Cathedral Centre 
afterwards.  We encourage everyone 
to come along with family and friends 
for what will be a very worthwhile and 
blessed evening.  Other parishes have 
found the evening to be an enriching 
and transformative event and it has 
been very well received and support-
ed.   If you are in need of transporta-
tion for this event, please let Liz Horne 
in the parish office know by 24 July so 
that the Council will be able to assist 
you.                  
Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council 

 

 

 

 

To subscribe to the latest Plenary 
Council 2020 updates please go to 
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 



From Gaudete Et Exsultate—Rejoice and Exult : The Apostolic 
Exhortation on the call to holiness in Today’s World—Pope Fran-
cis 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God” 
88. Peacemakers truly “make” peace;  they build peace and 

friendship in society.  To those who sow peace Jesus 
makes this magnificent promise:  “They will be called chil-
dren of God”  (Mt 5:9).  He told his disciples that, wherever 
they went, they were to say: “Peace to this house!”  (Lk 
10:5).  The word of God exhorts every believer to work for 
peace, “along with all who call upon the Lord with a pure 
heart”  (cf. 2 Tim 2:22), for the “the harvest of righteous-
ness is sown in peace by those who  make peace” (Jas 
3:18).  And if there are times in our community when we 
question what ought to be done, “let us pursue what 
makes for peace”  (Rom 14:19), for unity is preferable to 
conflict. 

89. It is not easy to “make” this evangelical peace, which ex-
cludes no one but embraces even those who are a bit odd, 
troublesome or difficult, demanding, different, beaten-
down by life or simply uninterested.  It is hard work; it calls 
for great openness of mind and heart, since it is not about 
creating “a consensus on paper or a transient peace for a 
contented minority”, or a project “by a few for the few”.  
Nor can it attempt to ignore or disregard conflict” Instead, 
it must “face conflict head on, resolve it and make it a link 
in the chain of a new process”.  We need to be artisans of 
peace, for building peace is a craft that demands serenity, 
creativity, sensitive and skill. 

 
                    Sowing peace all around us:   
  that is holiness. 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, many of you ordered Pope 
Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation but they remain 
uncollected in the office.  Please drop by to col-
lect when you can.  They are $11.  With thanks. 

Dear Parishioners,  a few kind people have hand delivered as 
many Planned Giving envelopes as possible to save on postage 
but the final ones, including ones with PO boxes, have now been 
posted.   Thank you very much to the people who assisted. 

Dear parishioners,  would you like to offer your talents in 
the ministry of lectoring for our parish?  Short-
ly I will be preparing the new rosters for August 
to Christmas.  If you would like to participate at 
any of four Masses please contact me via cathe-
dral@aohtas.org.au or 62344463. We particularly would 
appreciate some new lectors on Sat/Sun evening. Train-
ing/study materials for this ministry can be provided.   
With thanks.    Liz 

In the bookstall….. 
We have some wonderful books we’d like to 
sell to make room for new ones!  Please take 
the time to stop by the bookstall after Mass 
or better yet pop in from 9 to 3 Monday-
Friday for a good browse!  We have a few 
authors on sale this week as follows: 
Scott Hahn—Lord, Have Mercy; Swear to God;  First Comes Love; 
Reasons to Believe; Scripture Matters; 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer—The Cost of Discipleship; Ethics; 
Fr Robert Barron—Catholicism; To Light a Fire; 
Fr Rob Galea—Breakthrough 
All reduced by 25%.  They would make a lovely gift and funds go 
to the maintenance and upkeep of the Cathedral Centre! 
 
“ … just as food is necessary to the life of the body, so good 
reading is necessary to the life of the soul.”  Pope John XXIII 

All young adults are 
invited to a new week-
ly event held in St 
Mary’s Cathedral 
called Hobart Haven. 
This event is a chance for young people to get away from 
the noise and rush of daily life and simply spend some 
time with Jesus. Hobart Haven will run every Wednesday 
from 6-7pm at St Mary’s cathedral and will include: Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament, time for silent prayer, 
hymns, scripture reflection, chance for Confession and 

Dear 10.30am parishioners...it is won-
derful to see so many people staying be-
hind for a cup of tea after Mass!  Please 
remember to pop an extra packet of biscuits or long life 
milk of plunger coffee into your shopping trolley to bring 
along.  All donations are gratefully accepted!  Or a simple 
gold coin donation would also be wonderful to assist us 
in providing these refreshments!  With thanks. 



Are you new to our parish?  
We welcome you to St Mary’s 
Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in 
our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, 
please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on 
the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 
Name ………………………………………………………………….. 
Email …………………………………………………………………… 
Phone …………………………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………………………. 
 
Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for morn-
ing teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book stall 
attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gardening, 
organising special events/fundraising.    

In Times Past … 
 
In the mid twentieth century 
the sanctuary of St Mary’s 
Cathedral was re-arranged. A 
new altar, cathedra, screen 
and railings were notable 
elements. Of the woodwork, 
these screen and railings 
have gone, but the cathedra 
remains. Although its canopy 
is no longer used, it is still a 
remarkable piece of mid-
twentieth century ecclesiasti-
cal furnishing. The cathedra, 
or ‘bishop’s throne’, gives its 
name to the building in which it rests. And this cathedra sits, 
as the artist explained, upon ‘12 squares representing the 
Apostles on whom the Church was built’. This support is fig-
urative, of course. The Apostles themselves stood in for the 
tribes of Israel as this Jewish artist well knew, adding anoth-
er layer of meaning, linking throne and building, apostles 
and tribes, the church in Tasmania and the temple of Jerusa-
lem. 
 
As well as being rich in symbolic import, the cathedra has a 
sizable back support. Here the imagery is of Christ. The de-
sign (perhaps understandably mistaken for boomerangs) is 
of fish bones. This, as the artist explained, ‘symbolises Christ, 
who was represented as a fish in the early days of Christiani-
ty’. 
This symbolically-inclined artist was Schulim Krimper. Born 
in Austria, his parents died when he was young, and he grew 
up in troubled times. During the First World War he served 
with the Austrian artillery, interrupting his apprenticeship. 
After the war, he picked up his craft again, and eventually 
moved to Berlin. There, in a time of extreme inflation, he 
struggled financially but broadened his education, meeting 
journalists and artists and the like. In summers he took to 
the country for work. ‘I enjoyed the company of simple folk, 
peasants, foresters, [and] village artisans with whom I 
worked’, he said. ‘I felt happy and secure in this country and 
grew fond of its people.’ 
 
But 1933 changed that. The rise of the Nazi party made life 
hard and dangerous. Fortunately, Krimper got out. He mar-
ried in 1938, and was allowed to emigrate to Australia. ‘I left 
Germany for England in the beginning of 1939,’ he ex-
plained, ‘and there helped to erect a camp for several thou-
sand young refugees whom England was to allow to land 
during the next months.’ He then came to Australia. 
 
So our cathedra is especially rich in meaning. Aside from its 
squares and fish bones, it was made by a Jewish carpenter, a 
refugee who built a sanctuary for refugees. The story of the 
artisan is appropriately linked to his art, a fitting reminder 
that this piece of furniture is not just a chair. 
Dr Nick Brodie 

Dear parishioners…..the Cathedral 
choir is inviting any members of the 
congregation who love to sing, to 
come and join with us in preparing 
music for liturgy each week and for 
our upcoming concert on the 23rd 
November. We will be performing 
Requiem by Maurice Durufle.  Rehearsals are Thursday eve-
nings from 6:30-8:00pm in the top level of the Narthex. Hope 
to see you there. Contact the deputy director of music, Jo-
Anne Kemp on 0410 004 148 or  email jokemp71@gmail.com 
for any further details or questions. 

Our own Alexander Rodrigues 
will be conducting the Derwent 
Symphony Orchestra on Sun-
day the 24th of June at 
2:30pm. Stanley Burbury Thea-
tre, University of Tasmania, 
Sandy Bay. 
On the program will be Dvorak’s Overture to the Opera Wan-
da, Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 3 “Scottish” and Bruch’s 
Double concerto with TSO Soloists Andrew Seymour (Clarinet) 
and William Newbery (Viola). 

Friday’s Eucharistic Holy Hour—Spending time with Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament is always time well spent. Each Friday, 
there is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 4.30-5.30pm 
in the Cathedral. Join us for some singing, some time for silent 
prayer, some communal prayer (from the Prayer of the 
Church) and Benediction. All welcome. Queries, call 
Deacon Nick MacFarlane 0418 242 010  

Date saver!   There will be more information 
released soon but in the meanwhile please save 
Friday 19th October for the St Mary’s Cathe-
dral Parish Annual Dinner at the Italian Club! 



Contact Us  

Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Fr Shammi    smcofficehobart@gmail.com  
(non-urgent and non-confidential only) 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book    Domenico Passarelli, Anne 
Fletcher, Elsie Deegan, Aileen Mitson, Ian Corby, Sr. Ala-
coque Cornish (SSJ), William Owen, Silvio Andolfatto, 
Marita Kirkham, Marie Philbin, Reginald Packer, Harold 
Aiken, Marion Allen, Harry Haigh, Patrick Conway, Eileen 
Hughes, Alice O'Neill, Marita Kirkham, Giuseppina Cor-
radetti, Mary Propsting, John Finn, Zelinda Vacca, Maria 
Passa, Giuseppina Di Narzo, Catherine Mundy, Raffaelo 
Carluccio, Gina Basso, Nicolina Amorosa, Italo Delpero, 
Mary Fryett, John News, Annie Bottriell, Alexandra Salter, 
Patricia Placentini, Kathleen Appleton, Sr. Virgilius 
McShane LCM, Archbishop Robert Willson , Denis 
Lawler, Vincent Burke, Frances Moore, Michael 
Stone, Ivan Pauly, Olga Filip 
May they rest in peace. 

 

Dear Lectors please note! We have had to repair our lectern microphone numerous times as it is being pulled on 
very hard. You should not need to adjust it as it’s very sensitive but you may, if really necessary, simply tilt the very 
end of it up or down. Please do not pull on it.  Thank you!  

23/24 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Maria Respondek TBA 

Lector Fred Tojino 
Amchana Charko 
Merin Charko 

Lorraine Dooley, Andrew Pinelli Xavier Kumar,  Nick Brodie    Ron Ward, Cathy Sullivan  

EMOC  Andrew Pinelli, Norm Andrews Anna Reussien,  + 2 please TBA 

The Catholic Women’s League Craft Shop is packed with lovingly 
handmade affordable goods, including knitting and smocked 
clothing and shawls, socks, gloves, scarves, toys, bags, handmade 
cards and much more. Proceeds enable the CWL to donate to 
several charities.  Mathers Place, 108 Bathurst St, M-F 10am-
3pm.  Info via 6234 1513. 

ST VINCENT PALLOTTI SCHOLARSHIP: APPLICATIONS 
NOW OPEN   The St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust 
offer scholarships to enable lay people to further their 
understanding and skills in leadership/ministry or a spe-
cialised activity, such as promoting faith enhancement, 
social justice and pastoral care.  Applications close 23rd 
July 2018.     Details and application:  
http://www.pallottine.org.au/scholarships/st-vincent-
pallotti-scholarship-for-lay-ministry.html 

The Community of the Sons & Daughters of God is an 
order which encourages lay people to actively live out the 
grace of their baptism through a commitment to strive 
towards holiness. This is to be achieved by means of the 
Sacraments, in particular receiving the Eucharist, praying 
of the Liturgy of the Hours, listening, reading & meditating 
upon the Word of God and developing a way to live in the 
Divine Presence. 
The Community, through its structure, not only encour-
ages us to live as Sons & Daughters of God, but also as 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ. Although the spirituality of 
the Community has a monastic flavour, lay people from all 
walks of life make up the first three branches of the order 
as it is in the Interior of our heart that we meet and form 
an intimate relationship with our Lord.  
The Community will hold its Annual Retreat & Spiritual 
Exercises from August 22-24 at Maryknoll. The program 
allows for flexible options to participate; starting from $ 
50 - for day participation through to $ 385 - for live-in 
over the full program.  
For more information see pamphlets at back of both 
Churches or contact Anna Reussien 0458 763 096.  

Rachel’s Vineyard – Do not continue to live in shame, fear or 
numbness. Rachel’s Vineyard is a safe place to renew, rebuild 
and redeem hearts broken by abortion through our supportive, 
confidential and non-judgemental weekend retreats. Next retreat 
Aug 31st – Sept 2nd 2018. For more information please contact 
Anne Sherston on the confidential phone line 0478599241 or 
email rachelsvineyardtas@aapt.net.au 

Are you an Old Scholar of St Joseph’s  College/Mount Carmel 
Primary/Mount Carmel College? We are looking at instigating a 
story-telling project to tell our history. If you are interested in 
reminiscing about your school days, and would be happy to have 
your memories recorded, please contact Anthony Chapman on 
62167900 or at anthony.chapman@mountcarmel.tas.edu.au 

The Old Virgilians Association's next luncheon will be held at the 
St. Virgil's College Austins Ferry campus on Tuesday, 26th June, 
from 12 noon till 2pm. A two course meal with drinks ($30) is 
provided. All Old Virgilians and friends are invited. For catering 
purposes please advise attendance -  peter.imlach@gmail.com or 
0417 032 614.          Peter Imlach. Secretary.     

St Mary’s Cathedral Planned Giving and Loose collections for 

June 16/17 were $1022 and $753 respectively.               With 


