
AVE Cathedral Parish May 6, 2018   YR B/2  2018 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;  Sa-
cred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm:    The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 
Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, 
  and my Father will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia! 
Readings:  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 
Next Week’s Readings: Acts 1:1-11; Eph 4:1-13; Mk 16:15-20 

The mystery of God’s creation comes to 
mind as I begin this reflection. The scien-
tific proof that the sun moves around the 
earth reminds us of the Omnipotence of 
God. In normal human understanding, 
one could imagine that in the movement 
of the earth that there is a hub through 
which the motion occurs. Most probably 
there may be a ‘liquid’ that lubricates the 
hub to facilitate the movement. This 
‘liquid’ or ‘spirit’ as the case may be, that 
encourages this endless movement be-
yond human understanding, is for me 
evidence of the love of God. His love sus-
tains our existence.  
Love is the foundation and bedrock of 
human existence. Out of love for the 
creatures the Father sent the Son. The 
Son maintains the flow of love from the 
Father in his earthly ministry.  He says: ‘If 
you do not believe in me, believe in the 
work that I do because I come from the 
Father (Jn 10: 38 ).   
In the gospel reading of today, he gave us 
not a command but an invitation to re-
spond to the gift of love from God. ‘Love 
one another as I have loved you’, he said.  
‘What is the content of this invitation?’  
It is an encouragement to look beyond 
the physical and see the image of God in 
our neighbours.  It is an invitation to en-
courage sacrifice and giving of oneself 
without reservations. A pregnant woman 
and the baby in the womb could be a 
typical example here. A pregnant mother 
avoids some of her delicious food just to 
keep the baby in the womb well. She 
could adjust her sleeping posture just for 
the comfort of the baby, the list could be 
endless. 
The lover lays down his life for the be-

loved. ‘A man can have no greater love’ 
Jesus said ‘than to lay down his life for his 
friends.’ ( Jn 15:13). Friends here mean 
not only those who are good to you, but 
includes your enemies. Christ has given 
us a path to follow: he died for us while 
we were still sinners. 
Laying down one’s life for others is a sin-
cere expression of the love of God. You 
may not necessarily give up your life as 
Jesus did but you may if the need arises 
so that someone else could know Jesus. 
The dedication and selfless actions of the 
first missionaries in Nigeria deserve to be 
mentioned. With the environmental chal-
lenges and other related factors many of 
them lost their lives. At the graveside of 
their fallen colleagues they prayed: 
‘Accept O Lord the sacrifice of our lives 
and grant that over our bones a great 
and mighty Church will arise amidst the 
people whom we serve.’ Little wonder 
how great is the flow of faith in Nigeria 
today.  
Brothers and Sisters, let us strive to con-
sider the need of others first as being 
more important than ours. May the vir-
tue of selflessness reign in our lives. As 
we show love to our friends and enemies 
alike, we simply bear testimony to Jesus’ 
life who is love. Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue/Wed/Thu : 9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill Sts, 
West Hobart - Fri 10.30am 
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

 Tasmanian Catholic Youth Festival 
will bring a host of international and 
local speakers and performers to Tas-
mania for what is sure to be two days 
full of joy and celebration. The festival 
will include: plenary sessions, work-
shops, live music, discussion, expo 
stalls, prayer opportunities, night ral-
lies, social justice initiatives, food/
drink, and plenty more. The TCYF will 
be held on Wednesday 16 May 
(Launceston) and Thursday 17 May 
(Hobart). The event will consist of a 
day session (9:30am-4:30pm) followed 
by a night rally (4:30pm-8pm) on both 
days. Youth from high school years 8-
12 are invited to attend both the day 
and night sessions whilst young adults 
under the age of 30 are invited to 
attend the night rallies. Registration 
for the event is FREE for all attendees. 
More information on the event, 
schedule, speakers/performers and 
registration can be found at the web-
site below:  

https://hobart.catholic.org.au/
content/tasmanian-catholic-youth-
festival-1      We are also searching for 
volunteers to help out during the festi-
val so if you would like to assist in any 
way, please email 
youth@aohtas.org.au  If you could 
please forward this email to your 
youth/young adult contacts, that 
would be greatly appreciated. Thank 
you and I look forward to seeing 
many of you at the festival!  

Tomasz Juszczak, Director | Office of 
Youth Evangelisation, Archdiocese 
of Hobart, 62086038, 
youth@aohtas.org.au 

Mass will be celebrated 

for the Arabic Commu-

nity at 10.30am on 

Saturday 12th May in 

the Cathedral. All pa-

rishioners are welcome!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Archdiocese of Hobart is hosting special screenings of the 
movie, “Paul, Apostles of Christ” on May 10 and 18 at 7pm at Vil-
lage Cinema, Eastlands. These screenings are the only opportuni-
ty to see this movie on the big screen in Tasmania. This Christian 
movie depicts the life of St Paul the Apostle, starring Jim Caviezel 
from “The Passion of Christ” as St Luke. Advanced bookings and 
payment are essential through Eventbrite (https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/), (search for Rosny Park). Information: 
Christine Wood, 6208-6236. BOOK ASAP! Alternatively please con-
tact Moana Muller on 0476030535 or contact the Cathedral office.  

All young adults are invited to a new weekly event that 
will be held in St Mary’s Cathedral called Hobart Haven. 
This event is a chance for young people to get away from 
the noise and rush of daily life and simply spend some 
time with Jesus. Hobart Haven will run every Wednesday 
from 6-7pm at St Mary’s cathedral and will include: Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament, time for silent prayer, 
hymns, scripture reflection, chance for Confession and 
Benediction.  

Coming soon to the bookstall—reserve your copy  now…. 
Wrestling with God: Finding Hope and Meaning in Our 
Daily Struggles to Be Human 
As long-held beliefs on love, faith, and God are chal-
lenged by the aggregate of changes that have over-
hauled our world, many of us are left feeling confused 
and uncertain while old norms are challenged and re-
defined at breakneck speed. In Wrestling with God, 

Ronald Rolheiser offers a steady and inspiring voice to help us 
avow and understand our faith in a world where nothing seems 
solid or permanent.  
Sacred Fire : A Vision for a Deeper Human and Christian Maturity    
Who am I? Who loves me? Where do we go once the basic ques-
tion in life becomes: How can I give my life away more purely, and 
more meaningfully? How do I live beyond my own heartaches, 
headaches, and obsessions so as to help make other peoples’ lives 
more meaningful? The intent of this book is to try to 
address exactly those questions: How can we live less 
self- centered, more mature lives? What constitutes 
deep maturity and how do we reach that place? And, 
not unimportantly, what constitutes a more adult, 
Christian discipleship? What constitutes a truly ma-
ture following of Jesus?” 

The annual procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament for the Feast of The Body & 
Blood of Christ. 
Archbishop Julian Porteous continues a 
centuries-old Corpus Christi tradition in 
June, as he leads the annual Walk with 
Christ procession through Hobart. This 
event is open to Catholics of all ages, and 
it revives a rich Catholic tradition of pub-

lic faith demonstration through procession and festival.  
The procession begins at St Joseph’s Church (65 Harring-
ton Street) at 1.15pm on Sunday 3 June. Continuing 
along Harrington Street, the procession arrives at St 
Mary’s Cathedral for Benediction at 3.00pm. Participants 
who are unable to walk in the procession are invited to 
come to St Mary’s Cathedral at 2.00pm to take part in 
the Adoration and concluding Benediction. 
Long-term car parking near the Cathedral is available at 
the Hobart City Council’s Carpark in Melville Street. The 
carpark closes at 4.30pm. For more details contact Dea-
con Nick MacFarlane on 0418 242 
010. We encourage you to invite 
your family and friends to join with 
us and witness the presence of 
Christ in Hobart. 
Watch the promotional video. Go to 
YouTube and search ‘Walk with Christ Hobart 2018’  

URGENT  Dear parishioners,  Many of our kind volun-
teers will find their Working With Vulnerable People/
Children registrations are expiring around this time.  
Please reapply and advise me of your new regis-
tration number or email or drop off a copy of 
your new card when it arrives please.  Just a 
reminder that if you previously held one you 
must by law have your new card to cover you in 
your volunteering capacity.  With thanks. 

Church bloopers… 
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 
church and community. 
For those of you who have children and don’t know it, 
we have a nursery downstairs. 
 

Dear Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, 
A few months ago we held some refresher 
training workshops for the above ministries.  
Unfortunately not everyone was able to attend and so we have 
therefore emailed most of you with a nice summary of the proce-
dure for each ministry.  For those not on email, please find a copy 
at the back of both Churches.  Please sign the clipboard so that we 
know everyone has received a copy.  Thank you for your ongoing 
ministry at the Table of the Word and the Table of the Eucharist.     
Also, shortly it will be time for us to coordinate a new roster from 
July-December.  If you would like to participate in either ministry 
(or indeed in any other ministry within our parish) please complete 
the form opposite and place on the collection plate, give to a sac-
ristan or priest, or drop off at the Cathedral Office.      With thanks 



Dear parents of Sacramental Program candi-
dates, 
We have a new large delivery to our bookstall 
of lovely items to purchase as gifts for your 
children to commemorate their First Eucharist 
and Confirmation.  Please be so kind as to 
pass this information on to family members 
who may also be seeking a gift.    
With thanks. 
 

Are you new to our parish?  
We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.  
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 
Name ………………………………………………………………….. 
Email …………………………………………………………………… 
Phone …………………………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………………………. 
 
Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for morn-
ing teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book stall 
attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gardening, 
organising special events/fundraising.    

The Catholic Women’s League Craft Shop is packed with 
lovingly handmade affordable goods, including knitting and 
smocked clothing and shawls, socks, gloves, scarves, toys, 
bags, handmade cards and much more. Proceeds enable the 
CWL to donate to several charities.  Mathers Place, 108 
Bathurst St, M-F 10am-3pm.  Info via 6234 1513. 

Keeping Our Loved Ones Connected To The Body Of Christ by 
Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
A friend of mine, in his early forties, is the kind of person you 
want as a friend. Honest, gracious, generous to a fault, kind-
hearted, full of humour, he brings colour and character into a 
room. But, although he’s loved by many people inside the 
church, he struggles with the church. Whatever the reasons, 
he rarely goes to church and feels himself an outsider to its 
life. 
Until recently he didn’t think much about this. He was young 
and life was full of opportunities, friends, and things to experi-
ence and enjoy. Church and religion didn’t seem important to 
him. 
But now that he’s seen enough of life to recognize some of its 
empty crevices and its incapacity to deliver the happiness he’d 
hoped for, he’s more humble and even a bit sad about his 
weak relationship to faith and the church. When we talked 
about religion recently he simply said: “I’m not sure what I 
really believe, but, that’s me, that’s where I’m at.” Then, with 
a note of sadness, he added: “I guess if there’s a heaven, I 
won’t be part of it.” 
Knowing the wonderful gift that he is to so many people, but 
without turning an eye from his shortcomings, I didn’t hesitate 
to give him this assurance: “Don’t worry about heaven. You’ll 
be there! Too many of us love you! A lot of us, church people, 
including me, won’t accept a heaven that doesn’t have you in 
it.” 
My heaven will include you! Can we say that? Is this wishful 
thinking? Fanciful thought? Bad theology? 
It may be wishful thinking, but it’s not fanciful, or bad theolo-
gy. It’s part of the miracle, the mystery, and the unimaginable 
wonder of the incarnation. 
As Christians, we believe that God took on flesh in Jesus, but 
we also believe that this was not just a one-shot, 33-year in-
cursion, of God into human history. The mystery of the incar-
nation goes on. God is still taking on real flesh inside of us, the 
community of believers. 
Scripture says: “We ARE the Body of Christ on earth.” We’re 
not a replacement for Jesus’ body, not a representation of it, 
or even his mystical body. We ARE his body and, as such, are 
meant to do all the things he did, including the forgiveness of 
sins and the binding of each other, through love, to the family 
of God. 

Jesus himself gave us this power: “Whose sins you shall for-
give, they are forgiven. … Whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.” 
Those statements, among others, have immense, almost un-
imaginable, implications. As a family of faith, we continue to 
give physical flesh to God on earth and so, like Jesus, have the 
power to forgive and to link anyone who is sincere to the fami-
ly of God. Simply put, this means that we can link those we 
love (our children, our siblings, our friends, our colleagues, 
and anyone who is sincere) to salvation, to heaven, to the 
family that shares God’s table. We can say to God: “My heav-
en includes those I love!” 
Stated in reverse, if, as members of the Body of Christ, we love 
someone, that person cannot go to hell unless he or she posi-
tively rejects our love and our efforts to connect him or her to 
the family of God. He or she must, of course, at some point, 
still make a personal choice to belong, but as long as our love 
is there, that person is solidly connected to the Body of Christ. 
Partly this is mystery but partly we understand it from our 
experience of love and family. Inside of a family, we do not 
judge who’s in and who’s out simply by who’s home and at 
table on a given day. Love understands, forgives, and holds 
others in union in ways that take into account weakness, hurt, 
complexity, absence, and even sin. A loving mother knows 
that the family still includes a given child, even if that person is 
struggling in ways that don’t allow for him or her to be home 
and at the family table on a given night. Love binds, looses, 
forgives, and holds others in union even within the painful 
contingencies of immaturity, ab-
sence, anger, infidelity, and sin. 
Every time I write about this, I’m 
flooded with letters, mostly from 
people who find it incredulous. 
Some object because, as they put 
it: “Only Christ can do this!” Point 
well taken, but, as scripture says: 
“We are the body of Christ.” Christ 
is doing this. More commonly the 
doubt expresses itself this way: “I’d like to believe this, but, if 
it’s true, it’s too good to be true!” 
 
That’s simply a description of the incarnation! 



Contact Us  

Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Fr Shammi    smcofficehobart@gmail.com  
(non-urgent and non-confidential only) 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book    Genovesi and Sorgi Fami-
lies, Fr. Patrick Lynch, Mary Heffernan, Alfred Dowd, 
Kazimierz Plachta, Beryl O'Brien, Gail Tregear, Maria Patri-
arca, John Coulson, Archbishop Patrick Delany, Archbish-
op William Barry, Marie O'Rourke, Connie Shaw, Lee 
O'Donoghue, Annie Asley, Harry Mitson, Bessie Von Stei-
glitz, William Cowie, Simon Chisholm, Mary Bol-
len, Gilda Sorella, Lina Caccavo, Robert Price, 
Cecil McIvor, John O'Loughlin, Sydney Scott, Jes-
sie Anderson, Incoronata Meale, Elaine Milic, 
Harold Green, Mary Hurburgh, Ralph Tate, Melva Rin-
grose, Nita Williams, Mark Brown 
May they rest in peace. 

 

Dear Lectors please note! We have had to repair our lectern microphone numerous times as it is being pulled on 
very hard. You should not need to adjust it as it’s very sensitive but you may, if really necessary, simply tilt the very 
end of it up or down. Please do not pull on it.  Thank you!  

5/6 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Maria Respondek TBA 

Lector Eva Dunn 
Elizabeth Longo 
Peter Tierney 

Lorraine Dooley, Colleen Stanford Anna Reussien, Xavier Kumar  Johnnie Lennard, Ron Ward 

EMOC  Colleen Stanford, Sue Bailey Maria Saracino,  David Shelverton 

(numbers TBA Sunday morn) 

TBA 

Upcoming Events at Maryknoll May 2018 - A series of 
talks by Fr Chris Hope May 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th 10-12 
noon "Peter and the Others" Four talks on the disciples 
and followers of Jesus.  All Welcome.  For further infor-
mation, please contact Sr Margaret Henderson RSM on 
0418 366 923.  Maryknoll Retreat and Conference Centre 
15 Home Avenue Blackmans Bay 

Reminder : please return your Project Compassion boxes.  Our 
collection to date is $4022.75. 

CHARISMATIC HEALING MASS   
 
Wed. May 9th   St. Joseph’s Church /side chapel; cnr. Har-
rington and Macquarie Sts.  
 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal warmly invites  all to join us 
for our  Charismatic Mass. The evening commences at 
7.30 pm with Songs of Praise and Worship and concludes 
with supper around 9pm. Opportunity for personal prayer 
after Mass.  
Enquiries: Di van Tienen 6227 1789/0447350379 or Judi 
Richardson 0409780827 

Rachel’s Vineyard has helped many men and women to move 
on with hope. You are not alone, there is hope after an abortion 
experience. We can help,  our next Rachel’s Vineyard retreat for 
healing after abortion will be held in Hobart, on Aug 31st to Sept 
2nd. To speak to someone please call Anne Sherston on the con-
fidential phone 0478599241. 

Friday’s Eucharistic Holy Hour—Spending time with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is always time well spent. Each Friday, there 
is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 4.30-5.30pm 
in the Cathedral. Join us for some singing, some time for 
silent prayer, some communal prayer (from the Prayer of 
the Church) and Benediction. All welcome. Queries, call 
Deacon Nick MacFarlane 0418 242 010  

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
Recharge your relationship batteries and explore the pre-
cious nature of your marriage, allowing you both to share 
your feelings, hopes and dreams with each other in ways 
that normal, daily living tends to inhibit. There is no group 
sharing. Couples and a priest present the weekend. It is 
based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are 
welcome. 2018 Melbourne dates :  1-3 Jun, 17-19 Aug,  9-
11 Nov - Starts 7pm on Friday - 5pm Sunday. Accommoda-
tion and all meals provided. Info: Andre and Maria 0411 
225 992 vicbookings@wwme.org.au www.wwme.org.au 

10 January, 2021, will mark the centenary of 
the death of Eileen O’Connor, co-founder of 
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor.  This is an op-
portunity to join the many ‘Friends of Eileen’ in 
the journey towards this significant milestone 
and support the cause for her Beatification.  
Please visit the website to learn about: 
The life and spirituality of Eileen O’Connor, The history of Our 
Lady’s Nurses for the Poor, The ongoing ministry of the Brown 
Nurses                 www.ourladysnurses.org.au 


